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E.O. 11652: ADS DECLAS 10/18/74 
TAGS: ETRN, MT 

SUB J : POSSIBLE GOM TAKEOVER PORT SERVICES 

1. REPRESENTATIVES TUG BOAT COMPANIES AND LIGHTERAGE CONTRACTORS 
REPORTEDLY INFORMED OCT. 17 GOM INTENDS TAKE CONTROL OPERATION 
PORT SERVICES AND FACILITIES. ACCORDING TO REPORT IN ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE DAILY TIMES OF MALTA. OFFICIAL FROM PM'S OFFICE TOLD 
REPRESENTATIVES MALTA TUG AND LIGHTER SERVICES LIMITED, MIDMED 
TOWAGE CO. LIMITED, AND MEDITERRANEAN SALVAGE AND TOWAGE COMPANY 
GOM HAS NOT YET DECIDED WHETHER IT INTENDS CONTROL SERVICES OR 
WHETHER IT PLANS PARTICIPATE IN COMMERCIAL OPERATING COMPANY 
WHICH WOULD TAKE OVER ALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PORT SERVICES 

AND FACILITIES. METHOD GOM PLANS ADOPT TO BE DISCUSSED AT LATER 
DATE. 

2. IN OCT. 17 SESSION PARLIAMENT MIN IUSTICE ANDPARLIAMENTARY 
AFFAIRS, A. BUTTIGIEG, MOVED FIRST READING BILL PROVIDING FOR 
COMPULSORY ACQUISITION VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT ANDOTHER 
PROPERTY CONNECTED WITH PORT SERVICES AND FACILITEIS. (BILL 
NOT YET PUBLISHED IN GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.) 

3. COMMENT: WITHOUT TEXT PROPOSED LEGISLATION, IT IS DIFFICULT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SERVICES AND FACILITIES. TAKE-OVER THREAT MAY SIMPLY BE 
NEGOTIATING TACTIC DESIGNED WIN CONCESSIONS FROM TUG AND 
LIGHTER OPERATORS. 
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